Pandippedi Chenchiah (1886 Chenchiah ( -1959 Chenchiah converted to Christian faith when he was 15 years old. Belonging to the Brahmin caste,2 his family had strong intellectual tradition of its own. Chenchiah became a lawyer and eventually the Chief Justice of Pudukottai State in South India. He had a great admiration for another convert, Sadhu Sundar Singh. 3 Chenchiah was a member of an organized group of lay theologians in Madras (now renamed Chennai), called The Rethinking Group, which made a significant contribution to Indian theological thinking through their publication, titled, Rethinking Christianity in India. 4 Some of the striking features in Chenchiah's reading and interpreting of his own history are: first, Chenchiah needed to make sense of his religious history. He identified himself with the Aryan race as far as the religious history of India was concerned. He wrote, 'At the very beginning of our national existence the Aryan faith which our ancestors brought with them to the plains of the Punjab had to exist side by side with the Dravidian religion' . It is very striking that Chenchiah identified himself with the Aryan race and not with the Dravidians. The composite culture of India, which is a result of the encounter of Aryans with the local inhabitants, is a complex phenomenon that escapes simple grouping of people in India as Aryans and Dravidians. However, the dominant view is that the Dravidians are the local inhabitants and the Aryans were the 'invaders'. Of course, the easy and clear identification of Dravidians with South Indians and Aryans with North Indians is a much later creation in the politics of Tamilnadu where Chenchiah lived. Yet, South Indians would not readily view the Aryan race as 'our ancestors', as Chenchiah does. Perhaps, Chenchiah found it natural to name himself as an Aryan, since this would correspond with his position as a Brahmin in the Indian caste structure.
Second: Chenchiah needed to make sense of his personal history. He views his experience of conversion and joining the Christian church in psychological terms. It is closely linked to the question of identity. He also detects a certain evolutionary growth in the life of a convert. He writes, 'A convert at the beginning of his Christian life feels keenly the contrast between Hinduism and Christianity. They are incompatible with each other.
